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1 . EXCEPT FOR MEDIA REACTIONS, WE RECEIVED NO OTHER INDICATION 
OF DUCTH INTEREST IN THE NORTH KOREAN ATTACK AT PANMUNJON. 
DUTCH PUBLICATIONS GENERALLY VIEWED THE ATTACK AS AN ATTEMPT 
BY KIM II SUNG TO FOCUS THE ATTENTION OF THE NON-ALIGNED 
NATIONS UPON THE US PRESENCE IN KOREA. AT THE TIME IT WAS 

FELT THAT, IF THE NORTH KOREAN TACTIC FAILED, IT WOULD BE DUE 
AS MUCH TO LACK OF SUPPORT FROM THE COMMUNIST POWERS AS TO US 
MUSCLE FLEXING. PRESIDENT FORD WAS MILDLY CRITICIZED FOR 
OVERRACTING, AND POLITICAL MOTIVES WERE SUGGESTED, BUT THERE 
WAS GENERAL CONSENSUS ON THE NEED FOR CONTINUED US PRESENCE 
IN SOUTH KOREA. 

2. "ELSEVIERS" MAGAZINE (MASS CIRCULATION "TIME" STYLE WEEKLY) 
CALLED KIM A "MEGALOMANIAC" WHO ORDERED THE ATTACK TO MAKE 
KOREA AN ISSUE IN THE US ELECTION AND IN THE COLUMBO 
CONFERENCE AS WELL AS TO CREATE A SCAPEGOAT FOR NORTH KOREA'S 
IOR ECONOMIC SITUATION. HIS SUCCESS WILL BE MEASURED BY 

THE NUMBER OF COMMUNIST AND NON ALIGNED COUNTRIES WHO CALL 
FOR US WITHDRAWAL "IN THE NAME OF DETENTE" AT THE UNGA. 
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3. "NRC HANDELSBLAD" CATALOGURED THE HARDWARE USED IN THE US 
SHOW OF FORCE AND COMMENTED: "ONE CAN SPEAK OF AN AMERICAN 
OVERREACTION." THIS DISPLAY SHOWED THE AMERICAN DETERMINATION 
TO LEAVE NO POWER VACUUM ON THE BORDERS OF THREE GREAT IDEOLOGICAL 
POWERS, THE EDITORIA CONTINUED. THE SAME PAPER LAMENTED THE 
PROBABILITY THAT THE INCIDENT WILL LEAD TO MORE SUPPRESSION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTH KOREA. THE LIBERAL "DE BOLKSKRANT" 
COMMENTED THAT A US WITHDRAWAL WOULD BE A MISTAKE, SINCE IT 
WOULD REMOVE THE LAST BARRIER TO A FULL SCALE CONFLICT ON THE 
PENINSULA. THE "HAAGSCHE COURANT" EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT A 
KOREAN SOLUTION IS NOW MORE REMOTE THAN EVER AND THAT ONLY 
THE BIG POWERS RELUCTANCE TO ESCALATE WILL QUIET THE CURRENT 
CRISIS. 
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